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M Our Mission:

CASA of Missoula provides independent, trained advocates
for the best interest of children within the judicial system who
are at substantial risk or have experienced abuse and neglect.

c A S A We provide consistent, long-term advocacy until every child

Court Appointed Special Advocates

itk resides in a safe, permanent home.

CASA OF MISS0OULA

Donate to CASA of Missoula at




CASA OF MISSOULA'S
2022 FISCAL REPORT

JULY 1, 2021- JUNE 30, 2022
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*CASA of Missoula utilized unspent revenue to stabilize the long-term financial security of the program by
increasing reserves to recommended levels.

How You Can Help! )
et “J¥ - DONATE @ VOLUNTEER @ RECRUIT X
vo S Change a Child's Story™ ¢ ¢

Donate to CASA of Missoula at Court Appointed Speciol Advocates

FOR CHILDREN

www.casamissoula.org

CASA OF MISSOULA



CASA OF MISSOULA
Where Do Donations Go?

CASA of Missoula donations and funds go towards recruiting, training, and supporting our amazing CASA volunteers, who advocate for
children with open abuse and neglect cases in Missoula and Mineral County courts until those children find a safe, permanent home.

CASA VOLUNTEER MICHELLE GRAY

Michelle has been a CASA volunteer since May 2020.
'"Michelle is super dependable, consistent, and someone you can really trust and
count on," said Kirsten Pulito, Michelle's court supervisor. "If you're in her life, she's truly

there for you."

One teenager who experienced this first hand was Jason*, Michelle's CASA teen.
Jason was a smart kid, but he struggled with behavioral issues at school. He also
had some learning disabilities, which his Individualized Education Plan (IEP) addressed.

Michelle did a lot of work with Jason's school to ensure his success. When he
wanted to start Driver's Ed, she advocated for his IEP to be followed there as well.
Michelle worked tirelessly to connect Jason with every resource he could qualify
for outside school as well.

Michelle developed a close relationship with Jason, but she also provided critical
support to his grandmother and placement too. When Jason's behaviors became
overwhelming for his grandmother, Michelle would then set Treatment Team Meetings
and give updates to the court. These honest updates kept everyone informed and
Jason's placement successful.

'"Michelle's one of those people who can tell the truth in a way that's honest and not
sugar-coated, but she's not judgmental, and you know she's on your side." Kirsten said.
'l felt like Jason would listen to her. He felt very cared for by her.'

Jason has since aged out of care, but Michelle's impact can still be felt. We wouldn't
be surprised if Michelle remained in Jason's life in some form for many years to come.

*Youth's name changed to protect confidentiality

CASA VOLUNTEER DENISE LAFONTAINE

Family reunification is the primary goal for our Dependency & Neglect cases, if
it can be done safely. We believe children do best when their parents are healthy, and
they can remain safely with their family. Last year, nearly 60% of all closed cases
with a CASA ended in reunification.

Denise LaFontaine exemplifies this goal. 'Denise is really dedicated as a CASA. She
really knows the ins and outs of the case and the family,"' Denise's CASA Supervisor
Lindsay shared. "Mom has had a couple relapses, and Denise has been really
encouraging at getting her back on track. We've discussed how progress isn't linear,
but ultimately the case is moving in the right direction."

When Mom relapsed, Denise provided context to the court for why Mom was
struggling, how she'd been working through those struggles, and what she needed
from the court to be successful. Denise advocated for Mom to be moved to a full-
time treatment facility.

'She doesn't sugar coat things, but she's honest while being encouraging. That's

shown through her strong relationship with Mom," said Lindsay.

Denise shared, "These families are going through so much and working hard to do
what is asked of them. | try to use my role as a CASA to make sure that these
families are getting the best chance that they can at completing their treatment
plan, so that their children can come home or stay at home.'

Now Mom is doing well on her Treatment Plan and the case is moving towards
reunification and dismissal. Mom was concerned about losing support from CFS and
Denise, so Denise has offered to support her even beyond the closure of the case.



THANK YOU TO OUR
CASA DONORS!

Thank you to the donors and funders whose
generosity makes it possible for our program to

change children's stories in foster care every day.

$50,000- $100.,000
National CASA/GAL Association
for Children OJJDP

Montana Board of Crime
Control- Victims of Crime Act
1 Anonymous Donor

$25,000- $49,999
The Montana Supreme Court

$10,000- $24,999

Montana Board of Crime
Control- Juvenile Justice
Formula Grant

Fraternal Order of Eagles No. 32
Cori & Eric Stern

1 Anonymous Donor

$5.000- $9,999

Dennis & Phyllis Washington
Foundation

Clearwater Credit Union
Maura Burke & Scott Appel
Bill & Rosemary Gallagher
Foundation

$2,000- $4,999
ALPS Corporation

Western Montana Clinic
Montana Justice Foundation
First Security Bank

Good Food Store

Barbara Miehls

Stockman Bank

Maria & Peter Van Loben Sels
Windfall, Inc.

Highlander Beer- Missoula
Brewing Co.

Matt & Amber Gehr

Max & Betty Swanson
Foundation

Hertz Real Estate LLC
Martel Construction

$1,000- $1,999

Arnie & Debbie Didier

Lynn Chapieski

Worden Thane P.C.

Boone Karlberg

A&E Architects

Blackfoot Communications
Browning, Kaleczyc, Berry, &
Hoven, P.C.

Crowley Fleck PLLP

First Interstate Bank

Garlington, Lohn & Robinson
MMW Architects, P.C.
PayneWest Insurance
Providence Health & Services
Western Montana Bar
Association

Williams Law Firm

Heather Kronner

John & Wanda Wall

Loyola Sacred Heart High
School

Karen Townsend

Marc & Sherrie Pierce
Missoula Community Foundation
Meghan Manzer

Lisa Eiler

Jacob & Kasey Wright

Lou & Lila Bahin

Steven & Sheila Hall

PETES., Inc

Raymond H. & Florence L,
Sponberg Foundation

Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Montana

DCI Engineers

*Thanks to our donors at ALL
levels for your support!

If you feel you've been left off this list or your name has been misspelled, please accept our deepest apologies and contact our Executive
Director Scott Appel (scott@casamissoula.org) so we can thank you properly and adjust our records.

Change a Child's Story™ -

Donate to CASA of Missoula at
www.casamissoula.org
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