™7, CASA OF MISSOULA
K Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN Stand Up for a Child. Step Up as a CASA.

Your Guide to Becoming A Court Appointed Special Advocate

CASA provides independent, trained volunteers who serve as consistent, long-

term advocates for the best interests of children within the judicial system who
have experienced abuse or neglect or are at substantial risk.

How it works

Step 1: Training

e Apply online at casamissoula.org

e |nterview with education manager

e Complete 30 hours of Pre-Service Training.

e After training, volunteers are sworn into the court.

Step 2: Case Assignment

e Work with CASA of Missoula staff to be matched
with a child or family in an open case.

Step 3: Gather Information

e Act as an independent fact-finder.
* Review court records, reports, and documents.
¢ |Interview the child, parents, social workers, teachers, therapists, and others involved in the child’s life.

Step 4: Advocate for the Child

¢ Serve as the child’s voice in court.
e Provide written reports and recommendations to the judge quarterly.
¢ Attend hearings and testify when needed.

Step 5: Be Consistent Support

e Offer stability and compassion during a challenging time.
¢ Keep the focus on the child’s best interests every step of the way.

Benefits of Volunteering

Support and guidance from CASA staff along with community with other CASAs.
Learn from various collaborative Nonprofits, Attorneys, Judges, CFS, etc.
Being part of a community of people committed to making a difference.
Being a part of the child’s team that the court depends on to make decisions.




Requirements:
Participate in the initial 30 hours of training (over 5 weeks).

M Must complete 12 hours of continuing education every year.
L] Commit to being a volunteer for 1-year at a minimum.
\CASA Pass a fingerprint background check.

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

Complete an eligibility interview.

CASA OF MISSOULA

Provide three references.

Must be 21 years old or older.

Duties of a CASA:

Fact Finder/Independent Investigator — “eyes and ears of the Judge”.

Speak for the child’s best interest: in mental/physical health, educational purposes,

placement, and relationships.

Seeks cooperative resolutions to the child’s situation.

Meet with the child at least once per month.

Appears at all hearings to represent the child.

Monitors implementation of parent’s treatment plans and other court ordered tasks

to ensure that the case is moving forward in a timely manner.

Inform the court if services are not being made available to the child and/or family.

Provides written reports to the court every 3-4 months.

Additional Benefits for Law Students:

Observe and understand court proceedings sealed to the general public.
Conduct legal writing and oral presentations in court.
Learn more about Best Interest and Family Law principles.

Change A Child’s Story ™

CASA of Missoula
Phone: 406-542-1208
2126 Dixon Ave 2nd Floor, Missoula, MT 59801

Apply: https://www.casamissoula.org/volunteers/




